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Hon. Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

RESPONSE 

This is in response to the Office Action mailed September 27, 2004, having a 
response due December 27, 2004. 

REMARKS 

Rejection of Claims 22-23 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 03(a) - Dunn et al 

The Examiner rejected Claims 22-23 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dunn et al (U.S. 5,955,61 1). In particular, the Examiner contends 
that while Dunn et al does not anticipate the instant claims, the compounds are very 
closely related having R 10 as a methyl group on the nitrogen of the piperazine group, 
instead of hydrogen, as claimed in 22 and 23. The Examiner states that compounds 
differing only in having H versus methyl groups are not patentably distinct, absent 
evidence of superior or unexpected properties. According to the Examiner, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to make such homologs, using the same 
process taught in Dunn et al. 
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